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OUR MISSION

Uplifting and supporting families and caregivers of people with disabilities 

so that their whole family can thrive.
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Dear friends, families, donors & volunteers:

Over the past two years, thousands of families across Arizona have found support, 
guidance, and connection through Encircle Families.

This Annual Report reflects meaningful progress, growth, and community. In 2024 
and 2025, Encircle Families, formerly Raising Special Kids, continued to expand our 
reach, serving more than 11,000 families each year and ensuring families raising 
children with disabilities had access to trusted resources and one-to-one support 
when they needed it most. Each connection represents a family gaining confidence, 
navigating systems with greater clarity, and feeling less alone.

These years also marked a significant moment in our history. In May 2025, we 
introduced our new name, Encircle Families. This change reflects both who we 
have always been and who we are becoming: an organization committed to walking 
alongside families and ensuring they have access to the knowledge, community, and 
support they deserve.

In 2024, Board President Alan Tinsley helped guide the thoughtful and intentional 
work leading up to this transition.

“The decision to change our name was not taken lightly. Over many months, we 
engaged in careful planning and meaningful communication with our community 
to ensure clarity and continuity. While our name evolved, our mission remained 
unchanged. Families can continue to trust that the support they have relied on for 
decades is still here, and stronger than ever.”

In 2025, Board President Wendy Mann has continued to build on that foundation, 
helping to carry the organization forward.

“The past year has been both energizing and inspiring. The transition to Encircle 
Families represents not just a new name, but a renewed commitment to the families 
we serve across Arizona. We are excited about the future and look forward to 
strengthening connections and expanding our impact in the years ahead.”

As Executive Director, I am deeply grateful for the leadership of both Alan and 
Wendy. Their steady guidance, along with the dedication of our Board of Directors, 
has positioned Encircle Families for continued growth.

I also want to recognize our staff, donors, and volunteers. They are the heart of this 
organization. Because of this community, families across Arizona are not navigating 
complex systems alone. They are supported, informed, and connected every step of the 
way.

Together, we remain focused on what matters most: ensuring every family has access 
to the tools, relationships, and support they need so their whole family can thrive.

With gratitude,

Christopher Tiffany 
Executive Director

CHRISTOPHER TIFFANY
Executive Director
Encircle Families

ALAN TINSLEY
Board President

2024

WENDY MANN
Board President

2025
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Thank you so much for 

helping me and giving me grace 

when I was at my lowest. Thank you 

for listening without judgment. I don’t 

know what I would have done without En-

circle Families’ support.

BECAUSE OF YOU,
AZ FAMILIES FOUND SUPPORT
WHEN THEY NEEDED IT MOST

22,420
FAMILIES SERVED

887
PARENT-TO-PARENT MATCHES

9,330
INDIVIDUALS TRAINED

451
STRATEGIC PARTNERS

1
NEW NAME



92% Gained useful knowledge on the 
topic.

90% Feel better prepared to use the 
knowledge to meet their needs.

93% Found the information to be of 
high quality and understandable.

PARENT TRAINING

97% Agreed the presenter was 
professional and knowledgeable.
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ALAN TINSLEY, PRESIDENT 
Self-Employed

JILL NICO, VICE PRESIDENT 
Estrella Mountain Community College

MICHAEL CHAPNEK, TREASURER  
Bank of America

WENDY MANN, SECRETARY 
Phoenix Union High School District

GIRMAR ANWAR 
On the Move Logistics LLC 

DR. MOHAN BELTHUR 
Phoenix Children’s Hospital 

LORI BIRD
Attorney at Law 

JOANNE FLOTH
Read On Chandler

VANESSA FODEN
Intel Corporation

DIANA HOLT 
Northern Arizona Healthcare 

ERIKA LEBLANC 
American Airlines 

DR. TODD LIOLIOS 
Laveen Elementary School District

DAVID NIGRO 
Partner, Snell & Wilmer, LLP 

ANGELA SMITH 
Arizona State University

FINANCIAL SUMMARY 

REVENUES

Federal Grants & Contracts 942,083$

Community Support 684,217$

Arizona State & Local Contracts 817,598$

TOTAL REVENUES 2,443,898$

AVERAGE ALLOCATION OF EXPENSES

7%FUNDRAISING

EXPENSES

12% MANAGEMENT &

GENERAL EXPENSES
81% FAMILY SUPPORT PROGRAMS & 

SERVICES

OUR BOARD 

2024 2025
WENDY MANN, PRESIDENT

Phoenix Union High School District 

DAVID NIGRO, VICE PRESIDENT
Partner, Snell & Wilmer, LLP

MICHAEL CHAPNEK, TREASURER  
Bank of America

LORI BIRD, SECRETARY
Attorney at Law 

DR. MOHAN BELTHUR 
Phoenix Children’s Hospital 

CYNTHIA FLORES
Mariposa Community Health Center

JOANNE FLOTH
Read On Chandler

VANESSA FODEN
Intel Corporation

DIANA HOLT 
Northern Arizona Healthcare 

ERIKA LEBLANC 
American Airlines 

DR. TODD LIOLIOS 
Liolios Consulting, LLC 

ANGELA SMITH 
Arizona State University 

ALAN TINSLEY 
Self-Employed

2024 2025

EXPENSES

Family Support Programs 
& Services 1,950,544$

Management & General 293,476$

Fundraising & Development 158,764$

TOTAL EXPENSES 2,402,784$

EXPENSES

Family Support Programs 
& Services 2,399,713$

Management & General 258,263$

Fundraising & Development 225,212$

TOTAL EXPENSES 2,883,188$

REVENUES

Federal Grants & Contracts 923,541$

Community Support 1,058,744$

Arizona State & Local Contracts 922,601$

TOTAL REVENUES 2,904,886$
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ETHNICITY

WHITE 38%
HISPANIC/LATINO 46%
AFRICAN AMERICAN 9%
NATIVE AMERICAN 3%
ASIAN/PACIFIC ISLANDER 2%
BI-RACIAL 1%
OTHER/UNKNOWN 2%

Encircle Families (formerly Raising Special Kids) is Arizona’s trusted nonprofit partner for 

families navigating the journey of disability, healthcare, and education. For more than 45 

years, we have stood beside parents, caregivers, and youth, uplifting and supporting them 

so the whole family can thrive.

WHO WE ARE

We surround families with encouragement, knowledge, and a community that understands. 

Our services include:

•	 Parent-to-Parent Connections: Linking families with experienced peers who have 
walked a similar path.

•	 Education Support: Guiding parents through the special education process and build-
ing stronger partnerships with schools.

•	 Healthcare Navigation: Helping families manage complex medical needs and systems of 
care.

•	 Behavior Support: Assisting parents whose children experience challenging behaviors 
by offering strategies and resources that reduce stress at home and school.

•	 Transition Planning: Preparing youth with disabilities and their families for adulthood 
with a focus on independence, education, and employment.

•	 Community Partnerships: Collaborating with schools, healthcare providers, and state 

agencies to create a circle of support.

At the heart of our work is a simple belief: when families are supported, whether they are 

facing medical, educational, or behavioral challenges, the whole family can thrive.

WHAT WE DO

WHO WE SERVE

31% 0-5 YEARS

34% 6-11 YEARS

12% 12-14 YEARS

24% 15+ YEARS

AGES

PRIMARY 
DISABILITY

AUTISM 49%
EMOTIONAL & OHI (INCLUDING ADHD) 21%
ID/DD/CP/EPILEPSY 13%
SUSPECTED-NOT DIAGNOSED 7%
SPEECH-LANGUAGE DELAY 3%
SPECIFIC LEARNING DISABILITY 2%
ALL OTHERS 6%
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MANY THANKS TO OUR DONORS & VOLUNTEERS
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TED CHAPMAN
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JAN & DALE GRAY
TARA GRIFFIN
MICHELLE HAWLEY
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FRANCINE JACOBY
BRAD JOHNSON
DAVID KAHAN
EMILY KILE
KASEY KROLL
MARIANNE 
   LANGNER

ERIKA LEBLANC
MARY LEWIS
TODD LIOLIOS
LESLEY 
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NANCY MASER
MARIA MEJIA
LORI MIKA
KATIE MILLER
JANNA MURRELL
DONALD NEEDHAM
JILL NICO
DAVID NIGRO
LAWRENCE O’NEILL
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   OROZCO
HEATHER PIERSON
GREG & PAM PODD

CRAIG RETHWILL
CHRISTOPHER 
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NICHOLAS SCOTT
TERRI SEARS
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KARIN SMITH
WILLIAM STEWART
CHRISTOPHER 
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GEOFFREY TIFFANY
NICOLAS 
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ALAN TINSLEY
YASMINE VARANAI
DEMARIO VAUGHN
DONNA WIENHOFF

DONORS
David Alexander
Laura Alger
Dr. Mary Allare
Edith Allen
Catherine Alonzo
Sam Alpert
Ivan Alvarado
Chris Ames
Christopher Ames
Andrea Anderson
Margaret Anderson
Rhiannon Anderson
Sonia Andrews
Liz Angulo
Adnerys (Nery) Anwar
Adam Argo
Cindy Ashcraft
Jim Attwood
Erica Avila
Katie Azulay
Obodai Badger
Marti Baio
Edith Baltierrez
James Banahan
Paula Banahan
Vickie Banks
Karen Bannon
Karen Barr
Barbara Barthold
Laura Bartlett
Tom Batson
Jessica Batty
Sandy Bawden
Claudia Becho
Dr. Mohan Belthur
Henry Berg
Michaile Berg
Bruce Beverly
Trudy Billy
Catherine Bird
Joan Bird
Lori Bird
Breanna Bissell
Amanda Blackhorse
Robin Blitz
Kevin Bonner
Amanda Bonura
Jannette Booth
Sarah Boroson
Mark Botterbusch
Serge Boutou
Luisana Bracho
Doug Brackin
Barbara Brent
Trace Bringhurst
Angel Brown
Kendi Brown
MD Bruening
Kelley Brunner

Nanette Bubetz
Cecil Buckhannon
Evangeline Buckley
Patrick Buckley
Gladys Burgess
Anna Burgmann
John Burgraff
Tricia Burke
Jim Burns
Miriam Burruel
Tracy Butier
Bree Cahill
Kaja Cahill
Jennifer (Jeni) Calkins
Jennifer Calkins
Lisa Cambron
Debbie Campbell
Stephanie Campos
Shari Capra
Jerod Carr
Craig Carter
Jane Carter
Jodi Carter
Leah Carter
Maureen Casey
LaRee Castorena
Marissa Castro
Julie Cauich
Jan Cawthorne
Stephanie Chanson
Ted Chapman
Michael Chapnek
Ricardo Chavez
Karthik Chemudupati
Greg Childs
Dinesh Chintalapuri
Wendy Chovnick
Brandi Clark
Patrick Clasen
Steve Clasen
Summer Clissold
Catherine Coffman
Terri Cohen
Kim Cohill
Nicole Del Col
Terry Cole
Richard Collins
Gregory Collister
Richard Compton
Carol Copp
Amber Cordova-Navarro
Bil Corry
Bill Corry
Mary Cotterman
Clark Crace
Deborah Crain
Jessica Crain
Maricar Cruz
T.P. Cullison
Dominick D’Agosto

Elizabeth Dail
Matt D’Alesio
Randi Dando
Jeff Davis
Lori Davis
Patricia Dean
Emily Dearchs
Bruce Dellis
Lauren Dessis
Amy Dill
Tami Dittmar
Beth Dlabik
Hope Dobbins
Justin Dols
Claudia Dozier
Mark Dozier
Alan Drake
Jill Dueringer
Lee Dueringer
Holly Durkin
Vijay Duvvuri
Paul Eigsti
Lequinn Ellerbe
Jeffrey Elliott
Mark Elson
Theresa Enouen
Maritza Esponda
Sara & David Fabricant
Kenna Farrach
Brenda Ferguson
Karen Fisher
Peter Flanagan-Hyde
Cynthia Flores
Joanne Floth
Vanessa Foden
Janinne Fontanilla
Sarafina Fornara
Chamonique Foster
Laura Foster
Judith Fox
Shawna Frank
Elizabeth Freeburg
Vickie French
Mary Gale
Bianca Garcia
Miriam Garcia
Veronica Garcia-Benne
Rachel Gardea
Donna Garey
Sarah Gavigan
Manisha Geiger
Brittany George
Tom Georgiou
Jerry D Gerk
Jeffrey Giancana
Rachelle Giles
Stephanie Gillis
Michelle Glerum
Kurt Goering
Evan Goldstein

Shannon Goldwater
Bahar Golestan
Fernando Gonzalez
Erin and Jeff Goodman
Amy Goodwin
Steve Gotschall
Lana Graber
Jan & Dale Gray
Tonya Gray
Kathy Gray-Mangerson
Kristin Graziano
Joscelyn Green
Tara Griffin
Lindsay Grizzle
Guruprasad Gudivda
Daniel Gulchak
Desiree Gutierrez
Ramona Gutierrez-
   Martinez
Nicole Guysi
John Guzek
Evie Haberer
Hugh Hansen
Sydney Hansen
Frymet Hare
Mary Harrison
Eugene Harter
Alan Hartsook
Laura Hastings
Nate Hastings
Steve Hatch
Michelle Hawley
Christina Hedges
Jennifer Heim
Aimee Heintz
Sabrina Helm
Garg Hemant
Michelle Henretta
Aaron Heston
Mario Hidalgo
Andrew Hitchcock
Joyce Millard Hoie
Helen Holden
Alicia Holder
Diana Holt
Janet Holtz
Tiffany Hornbeek
Ashley Horton
Marisa Hoskins
Benjamin Howard
Laura Howell
Ingrid Huang
Brody Huff
Sydney Huff
Cathy Humphrey
Karen Nelson Hunter
Danah Hutchings
Judy Hutton
Ruth Ignacio
Zandra Interpreter

Sharon Irving
Fernando Islas
Michael Jacapraro
Elianna Jacobs
Francine Jacoby
Rodrigo Jaramillo
Tricia Jarzembowski
Tiffany F Jennings
Harshita Jerath
Amy Johnson
Brad Johnson
Rebecca Johnson
Melanie Jones
Lisa Josephs
Anita Kadikar
David Kahan
Pierre Kaluzny
Julie Kaplan
Kristine Kath
Phani Kattamudi
Debbie Keatley
A. Keeter
Charles Keller, Sr.
Melanie Kelley
Ryan Kellogg
C Kelly
Jennifer Kelly
Mary jo Kelsey
Kenneth Kennedy
Linda Kennedy
Maraianne Kennedy
Julie Lewis Kent
Daniel Kessler
Sarah Key

Emily Kile
Allison Kincaid
Unmesh Kirane
Sara Kirk
Sandra Kirkland
Hope Kirsch
Jennifer Klandrud
Bryce Klassen
Karin Kline
Mark Knapp
Kelsi Knoles
Srinivas Kolla
Helen Kovac
Richard Kowalski
Robert Krauss
Mazie Kreicker
Kasey Kroll
Suganya Kuppusamy
Eliza Lam
Wing Lam
Kimberly Landwehr
Kathy Lane
Marianne Langner
Angelica Lara
Donna Larkin
Ericka Larsen
Amber Laufenbert
Evan Lawrence
Erika LeBlanc
Claudia Lechuga
Ellen Leibow
David Lewis
Mary Lewis
Duo Li

Lee Lieberman
Kathryn Lindahl
Susan Lindgren
Todd Liolios
Charlene Littrell
Mike Locher
Carmela LoCicero
Jeanne LoCicero
Andy Long
Anna Lopez
Debbie Lopez
Martha Lopez
Rigoberto Lopez
Carol Lopinski
Dan Lorenz
Gail Lorenz
Jean Lorenz
Susan Lorenz
Rebekah Louis
Valerie Lubken
Anna Lucas
Judy Luchene
Lindsey Magana
Cari Magdos
Cristina Malaescu
Lesley Malmstrom
Alicia Mandel
Katie Mann
Wendy Mann
Sari Markowitz
Craig Martin
Alma Martinez
Anna Martinez
Monny Martinez

Kevin Marvin
Peter Masaitis
Nancy Maser
Robyn Mathews
Janet Matthews
Sarah McCormick
Emily McCune
James McGarry
Cahlie McGraw
Mary McPhee
Thomas Medai
Robin Meinhart
Maria Mejia
James Mellen
Roger Mendez
Heather Merrill
Randall Meyers
Steve Michael
Alisha Mihoda
Lori Mika
Brittany Miller
Katie Miller
Dr. Lynda Mills
Holly Ann Mills
Holly Mills
Maureen Mills
Miriam Mireles
Kara Moser
Frank Moussa
Brian Murphy
Louise Murphy
Pam Murphy
Tobi Murphy
Janna Murrell



ANNUAL REPORT 2024 & 2025   //  encirclefamilies.org  //  13       12  //  encirclefamilies.org  //   ANNUAL REPORT 2024 & 2025

Sydney Murrell-Han
Lisa Myers
Chellappan Narayanan
Anna Leigh Navarro
Donald Needham
Mark Negrete
Mary Neil
Corinne Newbold
Sarah Nguyen
Lezlie Nicholson
Jill Nico
Al Nieto
David Nigro
Stacy Njiru
Gayle Nobel
Susan Nothnagel
Marcela Ochoa
Susan Olsen
Lawrence O’Neill
Dr. Daniel Openden
Sarah Ordway
Gabriela Sanchez Orozco
Nicole Orozco
David Ortega
Courtney Owens
Theresa Palma
Nick Palmieri
Phil Pangrazio
Philip Pangrazio
Katherine Pankonen
Joseph Papp
Breanne Parker
Forrest Paxton
Jaclyn Pederson
Joy Penaskovic
Saira Noriega Perez
Vaughn Perkins III
Reagan Perritte
CW Perry
Linda Peru
Sharon Perugini
Judith Peters
Lin Phillips
Randy Phillips
Heather Pierson
Betzabe Pineda
Rick Placido
Melissa Pochoema
Greg and Pam Podd
Alan Potter
Elisabeth Potts
Sandra Prezant
Heather Prouty
Krista Puruhito
Kathleen Pushor
Srini Puvvadi
Srinivas Puvvadi
Qualcomm
John Quinn
Charles & Kathleen Rahill
Kelly Randall
Leah Reichert
Rebecca Reimers
Philip Renda
Charlie Renfro
Denise Resnik
Mary Resslar
Craig Rethwill
C Rexroad
Adrian Reznik

Janna Ricciardi
Glen Richardson
Therese Richmond
JJ Rico
Jessica Riggs
Donna Riser
Diane Riter
Robert Riter
Melissa Rivas
Ross Robb
Jennifer Roberts
Greg Robinson
Christopher Rodriguez
Esperanza Corona Rodri-
guez
Savana Rodriguez
Arlene Romero
Martha Huerta Ron
Jobi Rosen
Larry Rosen
Natalie Rugari-Daye
Ellen Rutemiller
Jessica Ruvalcaba
Vijette Saari
Andrea Salas
Nannette Salasek
Yvette Salazar
Cassandra Sanabria
Michael Sanderfer
Chelsey Sands
Kavitha Sarangan
Amy Schaeffer
Wendi Scharnhorst
Kimberly Schiele-Gilgan
Erica Schletz
Lars Schreiner
Nicholas Scott
Terri Sears
Nancy Seeck
Michael Seiden
Mike Seiden
Maritza Serna
Paulina Serna
Viviana Sexton
Ronald Sharp
Andrew Shaw
Jill Sheldon
James Shelley
Shelley Sherlock
Scott Sherman
Collin Shook
Laurene Shook
Paula Signorelli
Mary Slaughter
Angela Smith
Ashley Smith
Karin Smith
Sharon Smith
Temple Smolen
Jennifer Snell
Tom Snidecor
Stephen Snyder
Minhae Sohn
Bonnie Solomon
Carolyn Sostrom
Sarabeth Spencer
James Speros
Jerry Stahl
Elaine Starks
Maria Starkweather

Susan Stern
William Stewart
Stephanie Stillman
Troy Stockstad
Diane Stone
Peggy Storrs
Michelle Stovall
Brian Street
Teneque Sudduth
Leslie Sutton
Robbie Sutton
Joe and Linda Sweeney
Ramona Szenyes-Napier
Torrie Taj
Jill Talladay
Shristi Tamrakar
Gary Tarr
Sachin Tayade
Debbie Terrill
Jennifer Tewaheftewa
Calynn Thacker
Benjamin Thomas
Rhonda Thompson
Michele Thorne
Christopher Tiffany
Deanne Tiffany
Gabriel Tiffany
Geoffrey Tiffany
Kathryn Tiffany
Mike Tiffany
Paul Tiffany
T.P. Tiffany
Terry Tiffany
Tom Timmer
Nicolas Timpanaro
Alan Tinsley
Cris Todd
Dan Tolarchyk
James Tomczyk
Virginia Trimble
Kelly Triplett
Betsy Trombino
Mark Trombino
Priya Trombino
Han Tsan
Nia Uhlenhake
Lizandra Valencia
Yasmine Varanai
DeMario Vaughn
Marysol Vazquez
Luis Villegas
Ben Viloria
Breann Bierman-Vogt
Susan Voirol
An-Toan Vu
Angela Waltenburg
Ginger Ward
Melissa and Mike Ward
Beverly Washichek
Michael Watts
William Weiss
Susan Wellman
Jaye Wells
Alexa Wennet
Braden West
Kevin West
Anne Wexler
Andrew Wheeler
Joan Wheeler
Nancy Wheeler

Donna Wienhoff
Lisa Wierck
Betsy Williams
Julia Williams
Nancy Williams
Steven Williams
Jim Wilson
Judith Wilson
Patricia Winner
Lisa Winslow
Neil Wintle
Stephen Wipprecht
Carol Wire
Amanda Wyble
Yibin Xia
Melanie Yager
Kathleen Ybarra
Susan Zulch

VOLUNTEERS
Jessica Ajeman
Brianna Allen
Valerie Arellano
Marti Baio
Kari Baker
Savi Balasubramanian
Michelle Barr
Larissa Beckstead
Amy Bednarski
Breann Bierman-Vogt
Beth Bovee
Jessica Branum
Jo Ann Briseno
Marla Brotherton
Tricia Burke
Courtney Burnett
Randa Canter
Kelly Carbone
Kameron Carlson
Laila Carroll
Jill Castle
Monica Ceja Martinez
Alyssa Charlow
Amber Puzzi-Cline
Susan Coates
Becky Coffman
Brandi Coon
Shannon Corbet
Sandra Cortez-Brown
Claudia Cota
Kin Counts
Stephanie Crawford
Patricia Dean
Roxanna Dewey
Hope Dobbins
Sarah Dorman
Rebecca Dorn
Michele Doty
Charles Douglass
Teniecka Drake
Arianna Ervin
Laura Foster
Catrina Frost
Le Ann Fuller
Lena Gardea
Sarah Gavigan
Lori Gelder
Janet Giel-Romo
Karen Gifford
Cheryl Gilroy
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5025 E. Washington St, Ste 204  |  Phoenix, AZ 85034
encirclefamilies.org  |  602-242-4366

OUR MISSION
Uplifting and supporting families and caregivers of people with disabilities so 
that their whole family can thrive.

OUR VALUES & BELIEFS

•	 Children are more likely to pursue their own dreams when their parents 

model effective self-advocacy.

•	 Parents can better advocate for their children when they have access to the 

knowledge and support of experienced families.

•	 Families come in many forms – we deeply value the unique perspectives 

and lived experiences they bring.

•	 A child’s future is brighter when families have professional allies that can 

provide wisdom, counsel, and support.

•	 Families have an incredibly important role in establishing public

policy and promoting public awareness about disability.

OUR VISION
We are building a future where every person is valued and included in society.
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